Questions about IB
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Q1.

The IB Diploma Programme is designed as an

What is the IB Diploma Programme?

academically challenging and balanced two-year
program for highly motivated high school students.
IB students study three courses at higher level and
three at standard level. Students must choose these
six courses, thus ensuring breadth of experience in
languages, social studies, the experimental sciences,
mathematics and arts. In addition the programme
has three core requirements that are included to
broaden the educational experience and challenge
to apply their

understanding: an extended essay (4,000 words);

students knowledge and
theory of knowledge (interdisciplinary course); and

CAS (creativity, action, service).
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Q 2. What are the IB courses to be offered at GKA?

The IB courses offered at GKA will be Japanese
(HL), English (HL), History (SL/HL), Math (SL/HL),
Biology (SL), Physics (SL), Chemistry (SL), Music
(SL), and Visual Art (SL).
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Q 3. What is the Extended Essay?

The extended essay is a requirement for students to
engage in independent research through an in-depth
study of a question relating to one of the subjects
This results in a 4000 word
essay and requires about 40 hours of student work.

they are studying.
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Q 4. What is Theory of Knowledge?

Theory of knowledge is a course designed to
encourage each student to reflect on the nature of
knowledge by critically examining different ways of
knowing (perception, emotion, language and reason)
and different kinds of knowledge (scientific, artistic,

mathematical and historical).

Theory of Knowledge & [#] T34 ?

Theory of knowledge (TOK) &I, &£fEM, MBEH
56Dk GAZE B, BRIEF. EFOEMN) OM
HOKRAGHY A (BFER., =R, HEMN. BRER)
) (D) TahL) ICRIETHZEEXZELT, AN
BOARBIZODWTRAET S LZRII—XTY,

Q 5. Whatis CAS?
Creativity, action, service requires that students
actively learn from the experience of doing real tasks
beyond the classroom.
® C(reativity is interpreted broadly to include a
wide range of arts activities as well as the
creativity students demonstrate in designing
and implementing service projects.
® Action can include not only participation in
individual and team sports but also taking

part in expeditions and in local or
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international projects.
® Service encompasses a host of community

and social service activities. Some examples

include helping children with special needs,

visiting hospitals and working with refugees

or homeless people.
Students are expected to be involved in CAS
activities for the equivalent of at least three hours
each week during the two years of the programme.
CAS Programmes are monitored by IB regional
offices.
A system of self-evaluation encourages students to
reflect on the benefits of CAS participation to
themselves and to others, and to evaluate the
understanding and insights acquired.
The learning outcomes and the quality of the CAS
activity are of utmost importance. Students are
now expected to have two CAS activities for each
CAS category and students need to prove that they
are participating in CAS activities on a weekly basis
(though not necessarily all CAS categories each
week). Moreover, students must have one CAS
project which spans more than three months and
bridges two CAS components e.g. creativity and
service. Finally one must prove that the CAS
activities have resulted in the eight projected
outcomes of the project (one CAS activity can have

multiple outcomes).
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@ 6. What are the CAS outcomes?
e Increase awareness of your strengths and
areas for growth
e Undertake new challenges
e Plan and initiate activities
e  Work collaboratively with others
e Show perseverance and commitment
e Kngage with issues of global importance
o (Consider ethical implications

e Develop new skills
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Q7. How are IB students evaluated?

Students take written examinations at the end of the
programme, which are marked by external IB
examiners. Students also complete internal
assessment tasks in the school, which are either
initially marked by teachers and then moderated by
external moderators or sent directly to external

examiners.
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The diploma is awarded to students who gain at
least 24 points, subject to certain minimum levels of
performance across the whole programme and to
satisfactory participation in the creativity, action,
service requirement. The highest total that a
Diploma Programme student can be awarded is 45

points.
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Q8. Why should I pursue an IB diploma?

The IB Diploma Programme helps to develop
critical-thinking, independent learning, and
research skills. It also provides a gateway to the
development of intercultural understanding. IB
the

IB Diploma Programme helps you learn how to

courses aren't about reciting facts and figures -

learn, and appreciate the process.
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QY. Where is the IB diploma recognized?

The IB diploma is recognized by universities around
the world. Depending on the university, you may be
eligible to receive college credit for the IB Diploma. If
you're hoping to save time and money in college by
taking IB courses in high school, be sure to find out
the IB policies of the overseas colleges that interest
you first.
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Q10. Recognition of the IB Diploma for admission to
Japanese universities and colleges?

IB Asia-Pacific Regional Representative for Japan:
Mrs. Kyoko Bernard Asia-Pacific IBO Sub-Regional
(Japan Associate

Representative and Korea)

Professor, Tamagawa University Research Institute.

1979 the
recognized the IB Diploma.

In Japanese government officially

The

Education, Science, Sports and Culture (Monbusho)

Minister of

notified all Japanese national, local public and
private universities that IB Diploma holders who
have reached the age of 18 were eligible candidates
for university admission. Students who meet the
prerequisites set by the university and those who
pass the university-specific entrance examinations

would gain admission to enter universities in Japan.

In 1990, the Monbusho introduced the new national
examinations administered by the National Center
for University Entrance Examinations. Individual

universities are expected to make an overall
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evaluation of the applicants' abilities based on the
results of these examinations together with school
transcripts, recommendations, interviews, essay
examinations, subject achievement examinations,
and practical skills examinations. All national and
universities and many private
the

Examination results for the selection of their

local public

universities  require National  Center
candidates. However, most of these universities
exempt the IB Diploma holders from having to take
the National Center Examinations. Out of a total of
about 600 universities in Japan just over half of the
universities offer special selection procedures for
students who return from overseas. IB Diploma
holders qualify to be screened through special
selection procedures offered by about three hundred
universities. In many cases, universities offer special
screening procedures to returnee students who have
been enrolled in overseas senior high schools for
more than two years, or to students who apply for
university entrance in Japan within two years
following their return to Japan. The universities give
due consideration to applicants' abilities and
aptitudes by using different selection methods, such
as short essays written in Japanese, and interviews.
Since there are university-specific prerequisites and
thus the details of these procedures vary according
to universities, the IB Diploma candidates who are
seeking admission to Japanese universities should
contact the admissions offices listed below and
obtain the university-specific information regarding
these prerequisites and application instructions. All
the national, local public and private universities
which offer special screening for the IB Diploma
holders according to the Kikoku Shijo no Tame no

Gakko Binran.
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Q11. Deadlines or Due Dates, are they firm?

The deadlines and due dates are set with the
following details in mind: The school has deadlines
of when everything has to be mailed to IB, these
cannot be mailed late. In a two year program with
many requirements for each individual course, we
will try to spread out the due dates so that the IB
students are not overwhelmed. Therefore, some
requirements may have due dates in year 11, even

though they will not be sent to IB until year 12. In
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each subject, teachers set out deadlines for
assignments for students which need to be respected
at all times. Work that is turned in late could put the
awarding of the Diploma in jeopardy. (Examples:
Lab work or case studies, essays, oral presentations,

history assignments, etc.)
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Q12. When do we & the universities get the
grades/results?

Grades are made available by the IBO in January.
Some overseas universities offer early “conditional
acceptance” to students, however, final acceptance is
sometimes given based on the receipt and approval

of the final grades in January.

O DEFEPEZEDXFEIE, HERIIBDPDAZRF
HEC LA TEFTH?

BAElL, IBO IT&->T1AICHLNIZENET, — &
DBNDOKRZIE, BHIC TEBEMAZHFT] #LET
M, XL REIE. | FORBRBEOKRICEONT
ThhET,

Q13. Will my son/daughter be accepted to a
university?

It is necessary to review entrance requirements with
a student’s desired university as soon as possible.
Please contact our school counselor for assistance if
required. Many universities worldwide do accept
the diploma however, some may not, therefore,
please check with the intended university. Some

universities also require a TOEFL and SAT scores.
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Q14. How do I attain recommendation letters from
teachers?

Students may request university recommendation
letters from teachers by talking directly to the
teachers. However, please allow enough time for
the teachers to write a quality recommendation.
And understand that, depending upon when the
request is made, the teacher may not have the time
to write the recommendation in the time allowed.
Please provide the teacher with a list of
extracurricular activities and any other information

that will help them write a quality recommendation.
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Q15. Can a student change his subjects or levels
from HL to SL or visversa?

NO changes are allowed after the end of April in
Grade 11, otherwise a student would be
disadvantaged. The only exception to this is those
students who opt to do Certificate instead of the
Diploma and therefore drop one of their Higher
Level subjects to Standard Level at the start of the

second year of the Diploma Programme.
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Q16. What happens during the summer break
between Grade 11 & 12?7

Students will have to keep in mind that a fair
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amount of review is necessary during their summer
months so that concepts stay fresh in their minds.

It is important to remember that exams in
November of Grade 12 are based on TWO years of
study and NOT only ONE. They should also be
doing further research on their Extended Essays as a
draft is due immediately after school resumes and
completing any course work required by individual

subjects.
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Q17. Is there a penalty for incorrect answers on the
multiple choice papers for group 4 subjects? Is a
wrong answer scored the same as an omitted
answer?

There is no penalty for incorrect answers. Correct
answers are added and both incorrect answers and
blanks count as 0, so the advice to students should

always be to not leave blanks.
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Q18. Candidates often carry out practical work in
groups. Is it acceptable for candidates in a group to
produce identical work, or do they need to submit
clearly different work?

The work to be assessed must be the individual work
of the candidate.
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